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Making Headlines

SUBJECT:  Science, Social Studies, Government, 
English/Language Arts, Health, Physical Education, Con-
sumerism

GRADES:  6-8

DURATION:  One class period of 40-60 minutes

GROUP SIZE:  One class of 25-35 students

SETTING:  Indoors

KEY VOCABULARY:  Headline, fact, opinion, editorial, 
speleothem

ANTICIPATORY SET:  Headlines are written to catch the 
reader's attention and to develop an interest in the article 
it is describing.  Today we are going to review several 
articles and their headlines to determine what is fact and 
what is opinion!

OBJECTIVES:  The students will be able to:  1) review 
several newspaper articles and determine whether infor-
mation is based on fact or opinion;  2) write a statement 
in defense of or against a view using information given in 
the articles;  3) develop an editorial based on the articles 
read in this lesson.

MATERIALS: Copies of three newspaper articles and 
one editorial for each group, Fact or Opinion Activity 
Sheet, For or Against Cards, pen or pencil.

BACKGROUND:  Newspapers are excellent teaching 
tools.  They often provide information on real life situa-
tions leading to interesting discussions in the classroom.  
For this lesson we have selected four articles from spring 
and early summer of 1996 that relate to the break-in 
and damage of speleothems in Floyd Collins' Crystal 
Cave.  (Speleothem is the collective term for all cave for-
mations-stalactites, stalagmites, gypsum, etc.)  Crystal 
Cave is one of many caves in Mammoth Cave National 
Park that is no longer used for commercial cave tours.  
It is located several miles from any of the main roads.  
In 1996, three vandals broke into the cave on several 
occasions removing hundreds of pounds of speleothems, 
rocks, and a few artifacts. This was a serious federal 
offense. The men were arrested and tried in federal court 
where they pled guilty.  This break-in encouraged local 
authorities to up-hold a 1988 Kentucky law stating it 
was illegal to sell cave formations.  This case focused 
on many local rock shops and influenced the way they 
continue to conduct business.  

Readers expect newspaper reporters to give the facts 
needed to understand the events taking place around 
them.  Facts answer the questions: who, what, when, 
where, why and how.  Opinions are based on and involve 
our emotions.  Opinions can include words such as good 
or bad, may include complaints or praise, or may focus 
on the way we feel about a situation, person, event or 
word.  Opinions may be based on a fact, but opinions 
add more than the information concerning who, what, 
when, where, why, or how the situation unfolded.  Facts 
are expected in newspaper articles and opinions are 
often expressed in editorials and/or commentary col-
umns.  Is this always true?

With the articles included in this lesson, it is hoped 
that students will be able to distinguish between what 
is a factual statement and what is opinion.  Because 
these articles are dealing with natural resources that are 
irreplaceable and difficult to price in dollar amounts, they 
tend to include information from both realms.   
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PROCEDURE:

1.   The students are divided into groups of three.  The 
teacher gives each student a copy of the Fact or 
Opinion Activity Sheet and gives each group one set 
of the three newspaper articles.  The teacher instructs 
each student within the group to read one of the articles 
and complete the first part of their activity sheet.  

2.   Students summarize and discuss each article within 
their group.

3.   The teacher cuts the "For" and "Against" cards apart 
(cards are included in the lesson) and places them 
in a small container, making certain there is at least 
one card for each student.  

4.   The teacher has each student select a card from 
the container.  If the student draws a "For" card 
he/she will write a statement supporting the sale of 
cave formations in local rock shops.  If they draw an 
"Against" card they will write a statement in support 
of banning the sale of cave formations in local rock 
shops.  Students should use information from the 
articles to support their assigned viewpoint.

5.   Class members can share their statements if they 
choose to do so.  The teacher asks the students to 
find a classmate with the opposite opinion.  These 
two students then compare their statements.  Is the 
statement they wrote a fact or an opinion?  Is their 
statement based on facts or opinions?

6.   The teacher may ask the students to think, but not 
voice, a response to the following questions: Do you 
agree with the card you drew?  Did that make it 
harder or easier for you to compose your statement?  
If you were a lawyer and it was your assignment to 
take this to court, could you defend your position or 
would you turn down the case?

7.   The teacher passes out copies of the editorial.  The 
students read the entry.  Does this article have any 
common themes with the earlier articles?  What are 
they?  The class lists the common themes on the 
board.  The teacher asks the students to finish their 
activity sheet by writing an editorial using the title, 
“Placing a Price on Our Nation's Natural Resources.”  
Do they agree that someone can place a value on 
air, water, rocks, plants and animals?  Why or why 
not?

8.   The students are invited to share their editorials.  

CLOSURE:  What often makes news is an event that 
provokes the feeling of being either for or against a situ-
ation.  Because we have the ability to feel and think, 
opinions often mix with fact in many news events.  This 
causes us to become involved in the issue.  As a good 
reporter our goal is to be as objective as possible con-
cerning the information we are reporting.  Editorials are 
a different story.  The writer of an editorial will purposely 
draw in people's emotions to sway their opinion.  

EVALUATION:  The teacher is able to evaluate the stu-
dents by reviewing activity sheets, class discussion, and 
student editorials.

EXTENSIONS:

1.   As a follow-up activity the students could write an 
editorial on a topic affecting their school at the cur-
rent time.  This topic might also be a resource-related 
issue.

2.   Have the students watch a half-hour news program 
and record the number of facts and opinions stated 
in a ten minute period.  For the remainder of the 
broadcast the students could note how many of the 
stories were presented to get people emotionally or 
intellectually involved.

3.   The students could research how another environ-
mental issue is reported in a newspaper or maga-
zine.  They could answer the same questions about 
these articles as they did for the cave articles.
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1. Statement:

a. Using the information found in your article, 
write a statement expressing your point of view.  
(Use a separate piece of paper or the back of 
this page if necessary.)

b. Identify the statements from your article and 
label them as either "fact" or "opinion".

2. Write an editorial:

Write an editorial using the title, Placing a Price 
on Our Nation's Natural Resources.  (Use a 
separate piece of paper or the back of this 
page if necessary.) 

making  headlines
fact  or  opinion  activity  sheet
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Copyright © 2001 Courier-
Journal & Louisville Times 
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PL-M-1.1.3       Communication, cooperation, rules, and respect are important to the effective functioning of groups.

PL-M-2.3.2       Rules of behavior and fair play (e.g., accepting authoritative decisions, assessing one's own perfor-
mance level, accepting skills and abilities of others through verbal and nonverbal actions for specta-
tors and/or participants) during games are necessary.

PL-M-3.3.2       Improving environmental conditions (e.g., air and water quality) and preserving natural resources 
impact personal and community health.

RD-H-x.0.7       Formulate opinions in response to a reading passage.

RD-H-x.0.6       Paraphrase important parts of a passage.

RD-H-x.0.1       Locate, evaluate, and apply information for a realistic purpose.

RD-H-4.0.8       Identify essential information needed to accomplish a task.

RD-H-2.0.13     Analyze the content as it applies to students' lives and/or real world issues.

RD-M-x.0.10     Connect information from a passage to students' lives and/or real world issues.

RD-M-x.0.9       Reflect on and evaluate what is read.

RD-M-x.0.8       Make predictions, draw conclusions, and make generalizations about what is read.

RD-M-x.0.7       Skim to get the general meaning of a passage.

RD-M-x.0.6       Scan to find key information.

RD-M-x.0.1       Identify an author's purpose in literary, informational, persuasive, and practical/workplace materials.

RD-M-4.0.11     Locate and apply information for a specific purpose (e.g., following directions, completing a task).

RD-M-3.0.17     Identify bias and/or misinformation.

RD-M-3.0.15     Identify the argument and supporting evidence.

RD-M-3.0.14     Distinguish between fact and opinion.

RD-M-3.0.13     Apply knowledge of organizational patterns (e.g., cause and effect, comparison, contrast, sequence) 
to understand a passage.

RD-M-3.0.12     Identify an author's opinion about a subject.

RD-M-2.0.13     Identify supporting details and explain their importance in a passage.

RD-M-2.0.12     Apply knowledge of organizational patterns (e.g., cause and effect, comparison, contrast, sequence) 
to understand a passage.

SS-M-4.4.3       The natural resources of a place or region impact its political, social, and economic development.

WR-M-1.4         Transactive writing is informative/persuasive writing that presents ideas and information for authentic 
audiences to accomplish realistic purposes like those students will encounter in their lives. In transac-
tive writing, students will write in a variety of forms.
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Core  content


